Spring Meadow Key Stage 1 Speaking and Listening Curriculum 2014
onwards

The national curriculum for English reflects the importance of spoken language in pupils’
development across the whole curriculum – cognitively, socially and linguistically. Spoken
language underpins the development of reading and writing. The quality and variety of
language that pupils hear and speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar
and their understanding for reading and writing. We ensure the continual development of
pupils’ confidence and competence in spoken language and listening skills. Pupils are
encouraged to develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading,
and to prepare their ideas before they write. They are assisted in making their thinking clear
to themselves as well as to others and teachers ensure that pupils build secure foundations
by using discussion to probe and remedy their misconceptions. Pupils are taught to
understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate.
All pupils are enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding
associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils are encouraged to able to adopt, create
and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They have
opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of
audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and
theatre performances.
Pupils are given the opportunity to work in pairs, small groups, large groups and as a whole
class. Pupils are encouraged to take turns and know when and how to participate
constructively in conversations and debates. Pupils receive constructive feedback on their
spoken language and listening, not only to improve their knowledge and skills but also to
establish secure foundations for effective spoken language.
40 – 60 EYFS
statements

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making
relationships:



Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what
others say.
Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks
appropriate questions of others.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Selfconfidence and self-awareness:



Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants,
interests and opinions.
Can describe self in positive terms and talk about

abilities

Communication and Language: Listening and attention


Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during
appropriate activity.



Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for short span.

Communication and Language: Understanding





Responds to instructions involving a two-part sequence.
Understands humour, e.g, nonsense rhymes, jokes.
Able to follow a story without pictures or props.
Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in
conversation or discussion.

Communication and Language: Speaking






Early Learning Goals

Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming,
exploring the meaning and sounds of new words.
Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and
experiences in play situations.
Links statements and sticks to a main theme or intention.
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking,
ideas, feelings and events.
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making
relationships:
Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take
account of one another’s ideas about how to organise their
activity. They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and
form positive relationships with adults and other children.
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Self-

confidence and self-awareness:
Children are confident to try new activities, and say why they
like some activities more than others. They are confident to
speak in a familiar group, will talk about their ideas, and will
choose the resources they need for their chosen activities. They
say when they do or don’t need help.
Communication and Language: Listening and attention
Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to
stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond to what
they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions. They
give their attention to what others say and respond
appropriately, while engaged in another activity.
Communication and Language: Understanding
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences
and in response to stories or events.
Communication and Language: Speaking
Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of
listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms
accurately when talking about events that have happened or are
to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and
explanations by connecting ideas or events.

Years 1 and 2

Children are taught to:
 listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
 ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and
knowledge
 use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
 articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
 give well-structured descriptions, explanations and
narratives for different purposes, including for expressing
feelings
 maintain attention and participate actively in
collaborative conversations, staying on topic and
initiating and responding to comments
 use spoken language to develop understanding through
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas







speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command
of Standard English
participate in discussions, presentations, performances,
role play, improvisations and debates
gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to
and building on the contributions of others
select and use appropriate registers for effective
communication.

